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Branches of Communication Difficulty Checklist

SocialCommunication
distractible/poor attention
difficulty following instructions
difficulty following conversation
difficulty understanding stories
 

repetition of sounds, words or phrases 
inappropriate pauses or overuse of ‘um/ah’ 
unable to get the word out (silence as the person tries to say a word)
holding onto the sound in a word (e.g. beeeeecause)

hoarse or husky voice quality
breathy or whispery voice quality 
inappropriate volume (soft/loud)
nasal sounding speech

poor sound awareness (the ability to know about sounds in spoken words)
slow to learn the link between sounds and letters
has difficulty remembering letters, sight words, recalling what they have read
difficulty with reading accuracy, reading comprehension, spelling and/or writing

speech is unclear
mispronounces sounds in words
cannot copy someone saying the correct sound
gets frustrated not understood by others

using fewer words or shorter sentences than peers
using incorrect grammar in sentences
talking is not in the correct sequence or is disorganized
has word finding difficulty

difficulty maintaining eye contact 
difficulty taking turns in play and conversation
limited awareness of others during interaction
difficulty initiating and maintaining a conversation
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